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Purpose Statement
· To Biblically worship and glorify God

· To present the gospel of Jesus Christ so that anyone may enter into a personal relationship with Him 

· To train and equip believers for spiritual growth and service

· To embody Christ's love through fellowship, missionary support, and assistance to the needy

The purpose of Eagle Rock Baptist Church is to make followers of Jesus Christ through witness, instructions, and service.

Mission Statement

Eagle Rock Baptist Church is a body of believers under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Our mission is to advance the Kingdom of God by making disciples through evangelizing the lost, equipping the believer, and expanding ministries. We seek growth, spiritual transformation, and expansion through evangelization, discipleship, fellowship, worship, and outreach teams. (Mt 28:18-20 / Acts 1:8) 

Vision Statement
· To grow as a unified church in our present location

The vision of Eagle Rock Baptist Church is to reach the lost through in home group bible study by inviting our neighbors, friends and church visitors.
The Roles and Responsibilities within the Church

The church roles and responsibilities delineated below shall be under the authority of Christ, the Bible, and the leading of the Holy Spirit.  The Pastor(s), Overseers, and Deacons are responsible to be growing disciples of Christ, to be committed to the philosophy of ministry of the church, to promote church unity, to grow in their own ministry skills, and to provide a church environment conducive to the spiritual growth of the church body.  The following roles and responsibilities are further delineated in the Constitution and By-Laws of Eagle Rock Baptist Church.

The Pastor

· The Pastor shall shepherd the flock by feeding, caring for, and leading the church to maturity in Christ.  He shall protect the church from error, false teaching, and worldliness by teaching and preaching the Bible as the inerrant Word of God.

· The Pastor shall be responsible to God, then to the Overseers.  

· He should be a model Christian, both in his role as Pastor and in his relationships and transactions with the non-Christian population.

The Overseers
· The Overseers shall give spiritual direction to the ministry of the church.

· They are to be examples, lead and guard without lording over the church, refute false teachers, exhort and teach, be leaders in prayer, and pray for the sick.

· The Overseers shall be responsible to God, then to one another, and to the church.

The Deacons

· The Deacons shall hold service offices to minister to the church.  Service ministries may be comprised of, but not limited to:  Secretary, Treasurer, Church Facilities Maintenance, custodial, and ushering.  Each Deacon may appoint/choose men and women from the congregation to assist and advise him in accomplishing the ministry they are called to.

· The Deacons shall be responsible to God, to the Overseers, and to the church.

Congregation (Members)

· The church member's role includes a responsibility to attend church services and functions to promote personal spiritual growth, fellowship with others, and encouragement to all.  

· Membership shall provide a means of protection for the local church assembly from heresy, worldly influence, the flesh, and the devil.  This establishes the privilege of voting, holding leadership positions in the local church's government and ministries.

· The members shall be responsible to live in a manner worthy of their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, by honoring, praying for, and serving with the Pastor, Overseers, and Deacons in consideration of their responsibilities and accountability before God.

· All church staff, policy makers, teachers, and group leaders are to be growing Christians committed to the church's philosophy of ministry.  It is also the responsibility of these individuals to attend training, to the extent practical, in the area of their ministries when such training is provided by the church.

· The special gifts that women have to offer should be utilized according to Biblical standards.  While they should not be in leadership positions exercising authority over men, their participation should be encouraged and utilized.

· Each church member has a responsibility to prayerfully seek God's will for his/her functions that he/she should perform within the church organism, to bring glory to God, and to then serve in those God-directed functions.

The Philosophy of Our Programs

· We shall provide and maintain a facility for public worship services.

· To promote the corporate worship of God, Christian training, missions support (both financially and in prayer), and fellowship, we conduct a program of regular worship services on Sundays.  We seek to conduct worship services in a balanced manner that includes Christian music, offerings, prayer, and preaching from the Bible, all in ways that are neither extremely formal nor totally informal.

· An integral part of our church is the support of missions.  This is achieved by financial support that is regularly distributed to selected missionaries, both within the United States and abroad.  Prayer support is also encouraged and visits from supported missionaries are special occasions.  Reports and prayer requests from missionaries are often included in Sunday morning worship service bulletins.   

· We also include a Sunday School program that is conducted on Sunday mornings, generally prior to the regular Sunday morning worship service.  The Sunday School is intended to provide training to those who attend and is an area of needed growth.  

· We seek to periodically offer Bible studies in a home environment to encourage Christian growth and opportunities to invite others who may not attend regular church services. 

· We support an evangelistic outreach program that includes primarily visits to newcomers to the west side of Idaho Falls.  This is typically achieved by a small group going to selected residences after sending an introduction letter notifying the occupants of an intended upcoming visit.  Efforts are made to share the gospel with people who are willing to listen and numerous gospel tracts and other pieces of Christian literature are distributed as part of this program.  Visits are normally conducted on Wednesday evenings.  through in home group bible study by inviting friends, neighbors and church visitors.
· We seek to develop and utilize programs as God leads to build Eagle Rock Baptist Church; at the same time we seek to be careful not to slip into a mode of assuming that multiple, well-conducted programs are necessary to achieve the ministry that God wants.

The Philosophy of Our Methods
· We will primarily seek Christian growth in each other as a unified church team, not just as a collection of independent individuals.

· Reasonable accountability to one another is an essential method to promote the well-being of our church body.

· This philosophy of ministry will be pursued with an attitude of grace and understanding with the recognition that it will change with time as we grow as a church.

Doctrinal Statement

Our Doctrinal Statement is summarized as follows.  For elaboration see Article 4, Statement of Faith, in the Constitution of Eagle Rock Baptist Church.

1.
The Holy Scriptures

We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, the final authority for faith and life, inerrant and infallible in the original writings.

2.
The Godhead

We believe in one triune God, eternally existing and manifest in three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

3.
The Total Depravity of Man

We believe that man was created in the image and likeness of God, but that in Adam's sin the human race fell, inherited a sinful nature, and became alienated from God; man is totally depraved and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition.

4.
The Person and Work of Jesus Christ

(a)  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful man.


(b)  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on the cross as a propitiatory, substitutionary sacrifice; and, that our justification is made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead.


(c)  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven, and is now exalted at the right hand of God, where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor and Advocate.

5.
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit

(a)  We believe that the Holy Spirit is a Person who convicts the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.  He is the supernatural agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the day of redemption.


(b)  We believe that the Holy Spirit is the divine teacher who guides believers into all truth and testifies of Jesus Christ.  It is the privilege and duty of all the saved to be filled with the Spirit.

6.
Salvation

(a)  We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace and freely received by personal faith in Jesus Christ, whose precious blood was shed on Calvary for the forgiveness of our sins.


(b)  We believe that genuine faith in Christ guarantees the fruit of good works in the believer's life.

7.
The Security and Assurance of Believers

(a)  We believe that all the redeemed, once saved are kept by God's power, and are thus secure in Christ forever.


(b)  We believe it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation through the testimony of God's Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an occasion to the flesh.

8.
The Two Natures of the Believer

(a)  We believe that even though a Christian is fully redeemed in Christ in a positional sense, the benefits of that redemption are not yet fully applied to the Christian.  The full effect of redemption on the believer's body will not be known until the return of Christ for the Church.  Thus the believer, even though a new creation in Christ, yet lives in a body of sin also referred to in the New Testament as the flesh.


(b)  However, in the Gospel of Christ, full provision is made for the believer to live free from the dominion of the flesh, but eradication of the flesh and thus sinless perfection in this life is impossible.

9.
Holy and Godly Living


We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner so as to bring glory and honor to their Savior and Lord; and, that while living soberly, righteously and godly in this present world, they should also deny and separate their lives from ungodliness, religious apostasy and worldly lusts.

10.
The Church

(a)  We believe that the Church, which is the body and espoused bride of Christ, is a spiritual organism made up of all born-again persons of this present age.


(b)  We believe in the "holy and royal priesthood" of all born-again believers.  Because all believers comprise the priesthood of the New Testament church, every believer has the personal and individual right to boldly enter the presence of God and commune intimately with God through the finished work of Jesus Christ.


(c)  We believe that the establishment and continuance of local church assemblies is clearly taught and defined in the New Testament Scriptures.

11.
The Ministry and Spiritual Gifts

We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowment of all His gifts; and, that these gifts are for the purpose of edifying the local church.  Each Christian is specially gifted to do a spiritual ministry as led by Christ.

12.
Missions

We believe it is both the obligation and responsibility of the saved to witness by life and word to the truths of the Bible and to seek to proclaim the Gospel to all of mankind.

13.
Ordinances

(a)  Baptism:  We believe that water baptism by immersion is a physical act which pictures the work of spiritual baptism performed by the Holy Spirit at the point of a person's faith in Christ.  We believe that water baptism is not necessary for salvation, but is an important and even necessary act of obedience for every born-again believer to take part in to display publicly what they believe God has done for them by His Spirit eternally.


(b)  The Lord's Supper (Communion):  We believe that the Lord's Supper serves as a memorial of the vicarious suffering and death of Jesus Christ on the cross.  We believe the elements are symbols of His body and blood; and, that their consumption is not a means of salvation nor inward cleansing.  We believe the Christian's participation in the Lord's Supper is an act of obedience to Christ's command, "this do."

14.
Correctly Handling the Bible

We believe the Bible should be diligently studied, literally interpreted in its grammatical, historical and cultural context, and carefully preached and taught.

15.
Personality of Satan

We believe that Satan is a person, the author of sin, and the cause of the fall of man; that he is the open and declared enemy of God; that he shall be eternally punished in the lake of fire.

16.
The Return of Jesus Christ

We believe in the "blessed hope," the personal, bodily and visible second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for His redeemed ones.

17.
The Eternal State

(a)  We believe in the bodily resurrection of all mankind, the saved to eternal life in the presence of God, and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment.


(b)  We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, where in conscious rest they await the first resurrection, when spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord. We also believe the redeemed will be judged by Jesus Christ for all thoughts and deeds, not for condemnation, but for rewards and loss of rewards (1 Cor 3:11-15 / 2 Cor 5:10 / Rom 14:10 / Rev 22:12)

(c)  We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain after death, in conscious misery until the second resurrection when with soul and body reunited they shall appear at the great white throne judgment, and shall be cast into the lake of fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer everlasting conscious punishment.

18.
The PreMillenial Return of Christ

We believe that after Christ raptures His redeemed ones from the earth, He will return to the earth with His saints to establish His millennial kingdom.

Master Plan
A Master Plan will be a future consideration.
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